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Abstract 
The aim of this study is to find out the views of the first-year students studying at the department of social studies teaching on social studies 
education at the beginning of their undergraduate program and to investigate how the orientation program introducing social studies teaching 
affected these students. For that reason, first year students attending  Akdeniz University, Faculty of Education, Department of Social Studies 
Teaching, participated in the study in the first week of 2011-2012 academic year. A scale consisting of open-ended questions was applied to the 
students in the study. Then, out of four first grade social studies teaching classes, two classes were randomly chosen. An orientation program 
introducing social studies teaching was applied to one of these classes. 30 students randomly chosen from these two classes were interviewed at 
the end of 2011-2012 academic year. The data was analyzed by content analysis. According to the results of the study, it can be suggested that 
social studies teaching department freshmen have no awareness of the contents and aims of social studies teaching, do not recognize social 
studies and disciplines completely and have biased opinions about social studies teaching.  Following the orientation program applied to the 
students, it is possible to assert that the views of students participated in the orientation program regarding social studies teaching changed 
more significantly in a positive way than the views of those who did not participate in the orientation program. 
1. Introduction 
Human beings and societies constantly change and face complicated questions and problems. For that reason, social studies 
has great importance for societies and human beings. Social studies has an important mission of balancing the needs of the 
individuals living in the society and the expectations of the society in terms of providing individuals with essential knowledge, 
skills and attitudes. Investigating the change and permanence, social studies has gained an effective place in education aiming at 
socializing the individual and being the application area of education has created the term “social studies” (Dönmez, 2003). 
According to Erden (1998), social studies is “a work area in which students are provided with basic knowledge, skills and 
attitudes about communal living depending on the information chosen from social studies in order to raise good and responsible 
citizens.” 
Social sciences include surveys, experiments and similar scientific activities and deal with human beings, society and their 
values and their interactions with their environments and try to enhance related information. Social studies, also, addresses the 
methods, contexts and findings of social sciences in school curriculum at a rather simple level and it is about living status, 
behaviors, basic demands of an individual and institutions and values that form the society (TED, 1987). Shortly, basic source of 
social studies is social sciences. Social studies is a mass of knowledge and simplified and organized subjects chosen from social 
sciences for instruction (Köstüklü, 1999). 
The aim of primary education is to make students good citizens of the society, region, country and the world and to prepare 
the youth of the nation for future.  Social studies, one of the most prominent primary school subjects, basically aims to raise 
effective and productive citizens. An effective citizen is the one who fulfills all the duties and responsibilities of his/her country. 
This also means being a good member of the nation (Barth & Demirtaş, 1997; Barr et al., 1978). National Council for the Social 
Studies (NCSS) defines citizenship education as the basic goal of social studies (NCSS, 1994). According to NCSS, effective 
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citizenship is having necessary knowledge, skills and values required by citizenship positions of individuals in a democratic 
society through social studies teaching. Without doubt, teachers are the ones who will make students reach these goals. 
One of the most fundamental elements necessary for improving the quality of education is to increase the proficiencies of 
teachers and provide them with professional development. Teacher training institutions generally reduce teacher proficiencies to 
in-class processes. On the other hand, in addition to in-class processes, shaping the attitudes, opinions and expectations of 
students is also a problem (Güven, 2005). Being a teacher requires being efficient in many fields like learning how to teach, 
providing personal development, or being socialized and this process goes on throughout the lives of teachers (Güven, 2004). 
Due to the fact that the attitudes of teachers towards their professions are one of the most powerful determinants of their 
professional behaviors, it reflects their way of perceiving the profession of teaching. If teacher candidates are trained in a way 
that they have positive attitudes towards their profession, they fulfill their duties completely and present more positive behaviors 
towards their students and undertake the duties, responsibilities and roles of teaching in a better way when they become teachers. 
Moreover, the results of the studies in this field point that having a positive attitude towards being a teacher has an important 
effect on job satisfaction (Çeliköz & Çetin, 2004; Tanrıöğen, 1997). Being aware of this ideal in the early stages of their 
undergraduate program is very important for social studies teachers setting out to raise good citizens of future. 
Social studies is an important subject which helps students understand the world they live in and provides them with 
necessary skills to live. A good citizen that social studies aims to raise is the one who tries to solve the social problems without 
waiting for others to initiate and fulfills all the duties and responsibilities of his/her country. It is an expected ideal that social 
studies teachers, who will train these citizens, primarily possess these efficacies when they have a degree. Accordingly, the aim 
of this study is to find out the views first year students studying at the department of social studies teaching on social studies 
education at the beginning of their undergraduate program and the effects of the orientation program introducing social studies 
teaching on them.
2. Method 
Qualitative research method was used in this study. The data was obtained using open-ended questions and semi-structured 
interview forms.  The data was analyzed using content analysis. The basic procedure in content analysis is getting the similar 
data together within the framework of certain terms and themes and interpreting and organizing them for readers to be able to 
understand (Yıldırım & Şimşek, 2006). 
153 freshmen (110 males, 43 females) studying at the Department of Social Studies Teaching in Akdeniz University were 
participated in the research in the first week of 2011-2012 academic year. A scale with open-ended questions was applied to the 
students. Then, out of four first grade social studies teaching classes two classes were randomly chosen. An orientation program 
introducing social studies teaching was applied to one of these classes. The term “orientation” is defined as “guidance, training in 
a specific subject, schooling” in the dictionary of Turkish Language Institution. This word which can be used shortly as 
“adaptation” is known as useful activities for freshmen in the process of providing adaptation. In this adaptation program, 
students were taught about “the relationship between social sciences and social studies, the disciplines in social sciences, the 
relationship of social sciences with each other, the contribution of social sciences disciplines to social studies teaching, the aim 
of social studies teaching, the introduction of social studies program I and the introduction of social studies program II”. 30 
students randomly chosen from these two classes were interviewed using semi-structured interview forms at the end of 2011-
2012 academic year. 
In order to make the reliability analysis of the study, the data was examined by two researchers and the formula indicated by 
Miles and Huberman (1994) to calculate the concordance coefficient as follows: P (concordance coefficient)=[Na (number of 
judge agreements) / Na (number of judge agreements) + Nd (number of judge disagreements)] x 100 was used. After this 
calculation, P=89 was found and the measurement was considered reliable.   
3. Findings 
3.1. How do first year students studying at the department of social studies teaching explain why they have decided to study at 
social studies teaching? 
Table 1. The explanations of first year students studying at the department of social studies teaching about why they have decided to study at social studies 
teaching 
Themes Codes f  % 
 
 
Coincidence 
Doing only well enough for this 
program(in the university exam) 
49  
 
          100     65,3 One of my choices 21 
Feeling close to it 13 
Getting away from the city 11 
Obligation 6 
 
 
Teaching  
I like teaching 12  
 
         29    18.9 
The age group I will teach 9 
Entertaining  5 
Advantageous 3 
 
Recommendation 
My family’s wish 14  
         24    15,6 My friends’ advice 5 
My teachers’ guidance 5 
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Firstly, students were asked “Are you content with the program you are studying?” 63.3% of the work group (f=97) 
expressed that they were not pleased with the program they were accepted. When students were asked “Why did you choose your 
current undergraduate program?”, 65,3% (f=100) of them said that they have coincidentally chosen the program they are 
studying at. While 18,9% (f=29) students said they chose their program since teaching was their goal, 15,6 % (f=24) of students 
said some recommendations led them. Some others said “I don’t know, it was a completely coincidental choice. It wasn’t in my 
mind at all. When I have done enough in the exam, I just added it in my choices (M16)”, “Of all professions in social sciences, 
teaching was the only profession I felt close to me. So, I chose it (F43)”, “teaching is an exciting profession, it is good to be with 
young children all the time (F34)”, “I chose it because of family pressure. They wanted me to be a teacher a lot so I had to 
choose (M21)”.  
3.2. How do first year students studying at the department of social studies teaching explain the ideal social studies teacher? 
Table 2: The ideal social studies teacher according to first year students at the department of social studies teaching 
Themes Codes f  % 
 
 
Social  
Entertaining 34  
         88   57,5 Friendly 28 
Extrovert 19 
Having a grasp of current issues 7 
 
Disciplined 
 
Having classroom management 28  
        56   36,6 Authoritative 16 
Treats his/her profession seriously 12 
 
Intellectual 
Researcher 4  
      9    5,8 Cultured 3 
Knowledgeable about history and 
geography 
2 
 
For the question “Do you think your former social studies teacher was an ideal teacher?”. 80,3% (f=123) of the work group 
stated that they didn’t think their former social studies teacher were ideal teachers. The reason they stated was that  lessons given 
by their former social studies teacher  were boring and they didn’t like teaching. When participants were asked “How should an 
ideal teacher be?”, 57,5% (f=88) of them emphasized a teacher who is “social”. 36,6% (f=56) of them described the ideal 
teacher as “one who exercises discipline” and 5,8% (f=9) of them described the ideal teacher as “knowledgeable”. Some others 
said “Social studies teacher should be not boring but entertaining, in a word the teacher should be a social person (M45)”, “An 
ideal social studies teacher should be open to communication. Social interaction makes him/her a popular teacher (F13)”, “An 
ideal social studies teacher is authoritative. He/she always has the classroom management (F7)”, A social studies teacher 
should be autodidact and knowledgeable about history and geography. An ideal teacher answers the questions about his/her 
field immediately (M67)”. 
3.3. How do first-year students studying at social studies teaching department explain the goal of social studies teaching? 
Table 3. The goal of social studies teaching according to the students at the department of social studies teaching  
Theme Code f  % 
 
 
Instruction 
 
To teach history and geography 91  
        131    85,6 To teach social topics 21 
To teach past 13 
To teach democratic values 6 
 
Education 
To train societies 12  
        22    14,3 Citizenship education 7 
To train students 3 
When students studying at the department of social studies teaching were asked about the goal of social studies teaching, 
85,6% (f=131) of them replied that it was “instruction” and the rest of the students replied that it was “education”. Some of the 
students said “The aim of social studies is to teach history and geography to children (M46)”, “Social studies tries to teach 
democratic values (F31)”, “Social studies trains the society. When children grow up, they become members of the society. 
Therefore, children are taught social studies (F25)”, “Social studies is a subject to train pupils (M62)”, “Social studies teaches 
the past. By teaching history, it helps children to learn about their past (M13)”.   
3.4. How do first-year students studying at the department of social studies teaching explain the branches of social studies? 
Table 4. The branches of social studies according to first-year students at the department of social studies teaching  
Theme Code f  % 
Verbal Fields History and geography 38          62    40,5 Citizenship 24 
Numerical and 
verbal fields 
Math, history, geography 12  
      23     15 History, philosophy, chemistry, biology  11 
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When freshmen studying at social studies department were asked about the branches of social studies teaching, nearly half of 
them stated that they did not know about them. While 40,5% (f=62) of the work group made verbal fields relations, 15% (f=23) 
of them expressed that the branches of social studies were related with verbal and numerical fields. Some of the students said 
“Social studies teaches history and geography (M82)”, “Social studies consists of citizenship  topics (F10)”, “Social studies is a 
wide-ranging field,  including fields from math to history (M95)” , “Social studies includes all social subjects. For example there 
are many subjects like philosophy, chemistry, biology (F39)”. 
3.5. How do first-year students studying at the department of social studies teaching explain the relationship between social 
studies and social sciences? 
Table 5. The relationship between social studies and social sciences according to first-year students at the department of social studies teaching  
Theme Code f  % 
 
History 
The subject of both is history 49  
         76     49,5 They deal with history 16 
They strengthen by the help of the past  11 
 
Science 
Both are sciences 8  
         14     9,1 They teach science 6 
41,1% (f=63) of the first-year students studying at social studies department stated that they did not know the relationship 
between social studies and social sciences. While 49,5% (f=76) of the workgroup explained the relationship between social 
studies and social sciences as “history”, 9,1% (f=14) of them explained it as “science”. Some of the students suggested that 
“Social studies and social sciences are sciences of the same type. Both of them are related to the past and their subjects are 
about the events in the past (F41)”, “Both of them investigate the subjects of the history. One investigates and the other teaches. 
The one which teaches is social studies (M72)”, “Their common ground is the science. Their source is science and they try to 
teach science (F11)”. 
3.6. How do the first-year students at the department of social studies teaching who participated in the orientation program 
explain their opinions about the program? 
Table 6. The views on the orientation program of the first-year students at the department of social studies teaching who participated in the orientation program  
Themes Codes f 
 
 
Professional 
Development 
I recognized my field 13 
I got basic info about my field 6 
I have understood the importance of my field 4 
 23 
 
The process of 
being accustomed 
to department 
My beliefs about my department have 
become stronger  
7 
I liked my department 4 
 11 
In the study, two out of four different classes were randomly chosen. An orientation program introducing social studies 
teaching was applied to one of these classes. Firstly, 34 students participated in the orientation program were asked about their 
opinions on the orientation program. These students mostly mentioned about the contribution of the program to their professional 
developments (f=23). They said that they recognized their department, got basic information and understood the importance of 
their department. Some other students (f=11) expressed that the program contributed to the process of being accustomed to their 
department. These students also said that their beliefs about their department have become stronger and they liked their 
department more. 
3.7. How do the first-year students studying at the department of social studies teaching evaluate their department at the end 
of the academic year? 
Table 7. Evaluation made by the first-year students at the department of social studies teaching  
Themes Codes not participated in orientation  
f 
participated in orientation  
f 
 
 
Professional 
An important subject  in primary 
education 
- 5 
I will raise good citizens - 4 
Requires a great deal of field info - 2 
 - 11 
 
Personal 
A difficult and complicated field 9 - 
There are boring topics 4 - 
Good for me 2 4 
 15 4 
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At the end of the academic year, 30 freshmen chosen randomly from the two classes were asked about their personal opinions 
on their department. Of these students, those who participated in the orientation program expressed positively regarding their 
professional and personal opinions. Some of these students stated that “I understood that social studies is one of the most 
important subjects in primary education. Each discipline of social sciences helps social studies make students understand the 
real world. Really, it is an important subject for the future of the children (M4)”, “Social studies has a crucial goal – to raise 
good citizens. When I learned about this goal, it seemed so meaningful to me. My respect for my department grew stronger(F1)”, 
“A social studies teacher should have a broad knowledge about his field. Because social studies refers to social sciences and 
social sciences contains many fields (F7)”, “My view on social studies has changed. Since it is about society, it is enjoyable and 
innovatory. In other words, it is just my cup of tea (M6)” 
Students who did not participate in the orientation program declared their opinions as being only “personal” and close to 
negative. Some of these students said “Social studies teaching consists of many disciplines. It seemed too complicated to me. 
Besides, all of them are our subjects in undergraduate program. It is very hard to learn them all (M1)”, “There are so many 
boring subjects that I can’t imagine in social studies department. I don’t know how I can get through it (M9)”, “Finding a job at 
state schools is easier now. This makes me relaxed. Finding a job after having a degree from other teaching departments is very 
hard. So, I can say it suitable for me (F11)” 
3.8. How do the first-year students studying at the department of social studies teaching explain their satisfaction with their 
department? 
Table 8. The satisfaction students took from their department at the end of the academic year 
Themes Codes not participated in 
orientation f 
participated in orientation f 
 
 
 
Satisfied 
Pursue a stable goal - 6 
The most important subject in 
primary education 
- 4 
Multi-purpose - 3 
High-rate of finding a job at state 
schools 
3 - 
It is good to be a primary-school 
teacher 
2 - 
 5 15 
 
Not satisfied 
A complicated field 8 - 
Distinct and difficult 2 - 
 10 - 
When freshmen studying at social studies teaching department were asked whether they were satisfied with their department, 
all of the students participated in the orientation program reported that they were all happy with it. They expressed their 
satisfaction as follows; social studies pursues a stable goal, it is the most important subject in primary education and it is multi-
disciplinary. One third of students (f=5) who didn’t participate in the orientation program stated that they were satisfied and the 
rest of them stated they weren’t. The fact that there is a high-rate of finding a job at state schools and being a primary-school 
teacher feels good were considered the reasons for their satisfaction. On the other hand, the difficulty and complexity of its multi-
disciplinary structure was considered the reason for their dissatisfaction. 
4. Discussion and Conclusion 
It is possible to say that students who have just started doing a degree at social studies teaching are not informed of the 
content and aims of social studies teaching and they don’t recognize social sciences and the disciplines in social sciences much 
and they have biased opinions about social studies teaching in the light of the results of the study in general. According to 
findings of the research, it is seen that students don’t prefer to study in their undergraduate program consciously or eagerly. It is 
also found out that most of the freshmen studying at the undergraduate program of social studies teaching have preferred to study 
in their department coincidentally or upon recommendations. Only 18,9% of the students said that they wanted to study in their 
department since being a teacher was their goal. Moreover, 63,3% of the study group expressed that they were not pleased with 
their undergraduate program.  
When students studying at social studies teaching were asked about the ideal social studies teacher, they explained the ideal 
social studies concept in their minds as a general teacher model. While only 5,8% of the students associated ideal studies teacher 
with the one who was equipped with a wide range of field information, the rest of the students used some descriptions like 
“social”, “open to communication”, “authoritative” which are the common adjectives for a general teacher profile. Besides, 
80,3% of students mentioned that they didn’t see their own social studies teacher as an ideal one. As the reasons for their 
statements, they said that their teachers’ lessons were boring and therefore they didn’t like them. 
Freshmen at the department of social studies teaching also pointed out that the aim of social studies teaching was mostly 
history and geography teaching. It is a remarkable result that many students said they didn’t know the branches of social sciences 
and the relationship between social studies and social sciences and they also dictated that some disciplines of positive sciences 
belong to social studies. This result makes us think that why students have so much lack of knowledge although they had classes 
about social sciences at high school. It can also be thought that this situation also provides a basis for the biased opinions of 
students studying at the department of social studies teaching at the beginning of their undergraduate program.  
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After the orientation program, it is possible to say that the views of students participated in the orientation program regarding 
social studies teaching have changed significantly. When 34 freshmen participated in the orientation program were asked about 
their opinions on the orientation program, they said they recognized their department, got basic information about their 
department, understood the importance of their profession and the program contributed to the process of being accustomed to 
their department. Furthermore, students participated in the program gave positive opinions about their professional and personal 
feelings.  Whereas the students that didn’t take part in the orientation program expressed their opinions as being only “personal” 
and close to negative. In addition to this, students participated in the orientation program reported that they were pleased with 
their department. And they explained their satisfaction that social studies pursues a stable goal, it is the most important subject in 
primary education and it is multi-purpose. On the other hand, high-rate of finding a job at state schools and it is good to be a 
primary-school teacher were the reasons why the students who didn’t take part in the orientation program were satisfied and the 
difficulty and complexity of its being multi-disciplinary was the reason why they were not satisfied with their department. 
Research shows that positive attitudes of teachers’ towards their profession have an important effect on their professional 
lives. Therefore, training teachers with positive attitudes towards their profession is quite important. Teacher candidates are 
accepted to education faculties via a central exam. In this point, it can’t be assumed that every teacher candidate has necessary 
attitudes and information about their department in advance. But it is important for them to be equipped with positive attitudes 
and necessary field information during pre-service period for their professional performance and this should start in the first 
years of their education. 
The dominance of the disciplines of social sciences is inevitable in social studies teaching undergraduate program which has 
an aim of raising good citizens in primary education. On the other hand, most of the freshmen thought that they would learn 
about history and geography so when they began to study in their department and saw that their field was getting larger, then 
they had a prejudice that they would have difficulty and  feel bored. In addition to school orientation programs at the beginning 
of undergraduate program, professional orientation programs will certainly contribute to students’ points of views. Being aware 
of the goals of their department in advance will contribute to teacher candidates and to the citizens  these candidates will raise in 
the future as well. It shouldn’t be forgotten that the more teacher candidates have positive attitudes and beliefs towards their 
profession, the better they will raise the citizens of the future and fulfill their own duties, responsibilities and roles. 
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